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COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 





Mr. Editor, 


Ir is often said by some of my neighbors, that this! 


Universal doctrine, is a very wicked doctrine, that it is of, . , ; 
,and must feel himself, as safe as the Universalist, who be- 


the devil; and that if mankind believed it, they would not 
care what they did; indeed, it would not be any matter 
how man lived, or how he conducted if all were to be sav- 
ed. AslIdo not wish to support, or believe a sentiment, 
that will have a tendency to make myself, my neighbors, 
or any one else worse members of society, |! have been in- 
duced to examine a little into the sentiment. My mind 
has not rested here, it has extended to a view of those doc- 
trines, believed by my neighbors, who are so ‘fraid of 
Universalism’s, being a demoralizing doctrine, and | have 
found them generally believers in the doctrine of particular 
election and reprobation : that God had elected some unto 
everlasting life, that those would be saved by his special 
grace, not by any works of theirs, for we can do nothing of 
ourselves, and that the rest were left to perish, and would 
certainly be damned. 

Now if this be true, Mr. Edi‘or, I do not see that they 
have mended the matter much, if any atall; forif a cer- 
tain number are elected to salvation, and given to Christ 
as his people, and he came to save them, and will do it, and 
none shall be able to pluck them out of his hand, I cannot 
see that it will make any difference what they do, whether 
good or bad, the elect must be saved, or the purposes for 
which Christ came into the world willfail. Again: on the 
other hand, what difference can it make, what the non- 
elect do? for if God has from all eternity predestinated them 
to endless misery, how can they either help it, or avoid 
it? what matter is it then what they do? No man I think 
can be so inconsistent as to believe that God has by his ir- 
revocable decree reprobated a man to endless woe, and yet 
that, that man by his own works canbe saved; much less 
can any one be so beside himself as to believe, that God 
will by his spirit, or his grace aid, assist, or save a being, 
whom he had before ordained to endless misery. 

Having looked into this statement, and hearing it often 
said that God is an absolute SovEREIGN, and has an abso- 
lute right to do with his creatures just as he pleases; and 
if itis for his glory, and the best good of the universe, to 
cast off some forever, he has an undoubted right to do so ; 
I could not help feeling much surprise, that my neighbors 
should be so much alarmed about Universalism. Really 
Mr. Editor, | am so ignorant that I cannot see why, this 
doctrine of election and reprobation should be euch a pre- 
ventative against sin, and yet UNIVERSALISM give full li- 
berty to indulge in all manner of wickedness; for one 
stands predicated on the same foundation as the other 
‘the FOREORDINATION of God” and the IMMUTABILITY 
ofhis counsEL. Ifany one can show me why the one, 
(viz.) ELECTION should operate as an incentive to virtue, 
and the other (viz.) UNIVERSALISM tend to licentious- 
ness, I will give him my thanks. 

I have been laboring in my mind, and revolving the mat- 
ter over and over, to find out what reason would be given 
or how this difficulty would be solved I first thought it 
might be said, that the ELECT, being effectually called by 
the grace of God, to the knowledge of his saving MERCY, 
might be upheld by gratitude and love, and preserved from 
sin. But then I at once perceived that, the UNIVERSALIST, 


. believing in the same grace and mercy, and feeling the 


same gratitude, would have the same inducement to virtue 
and holiness as his caALvinistic brother. Now although 
the Calvinist does not believe that all men wil! be saved, 
yet ifhe understands his system, he must believe that if he 
is one of the ELECcr, he is secure, he must, he will be saved 


lieves that all mankind will be saved. If then the certain- 
ty of Salvation operates to throw off a!l restraint, 1t must 
Operate in one case as much as the other. 

The difficulty not being removed, 1 next thought, that 
the fear of eternal misery might operate as the preventa- 
tive. Butit struck me at once that a man could not be a 
virtuous, religious, or good man, who was merely restrain- 
ed by fear; it appeared to me that the all seeing Eye of 
our God, penetrated the heart, and that all the thoughts of 
the heart were open before him, and that he would not ac- 
cept of those services which were produced by fear. But 
again, Mr. E. | was Jed to inquire what effect, fear can 
have on a person who fully believes, that it was determined 
of God before he came into the world that he should be 
damned, and that his actions cannot alter or change any 
thing in this system. It has often been told us, that if 
there is any advantage in this world, it is on the side of the 
wicked—and we have often heard of the pleasures of sin. 
If sin then is attended with pleasure and advantage, will 
not the reprobate be disposed to enjoy all he can, in this 
world, putting far off the evil day? and who can blame 
him? ‘sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.’’ And no 
one surely can say, that he is under obligation to obey or 
serve God, who has brought him into the world, to render 
his life a curse, by involving itin eternal wretchedness. 


If there is so much advantage and pleasure in sin, what 
will prevent the ELEcT from indulging themselves in it; 
the indulgence cannot cost them any thing—they cannot 
finally fall away, they must be saved. On the whole I con- 
sider that the CALVINIST cannot with propriety charge 
UNIVERSALISM with being a wicked or demoralizing doc- 
trine, without bringing the charge with ful] as much pro- 
priety against his own system. I am rather disposed to 
consider CALVINISM to be in reality, what they say of 
UNIVERSALISM, a most DEMORALIZING and ABOM- 
INABLE doctrine. If! am asked why? I answer because 
calvinism views and represents sin, as surrounded with 
pleasure, and sinners as having the advantage in this life, 
thus inducing the unthinking and unwary to fall into the 
practice of vice. Let what will be said of Universalists, | 
never heard one advance such ideas as these. In speaking 
of sin they represent it as that unclean thing, that renders 
its subjects miserable ; they say in the language of scrip- 
ture, *‘there is no peace saith my God to the wicked, the 
wicked are like the troubled sea that cannot rest;” they 
say ‘*the way of the transgressor is hard;’’ that sia and 
misery are inseparably connected ; they also declare that 
the advantage is with the righteous, “‘ great peace have 
they that love thy law, and nothing shall offend them’’ and 
that holiness and happiness, go forever together as insepar- 
able companions. 

As it is often said that Universalism is the devil’s doc- 
trine ; you will excuse me Mr, Editor if] offer a few words 
on this statement. Why is it called the devil’s doctrine ? 
does the devil desire the salvation of all men, and has he 
formed a system which if carried into effect would make 





men eternally happy? No, this will net be admitted, for 
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this would be making the devila much more BE- 
NeveLenr being than cop. It will be said it is 
a delusion of the devil to deceive men, and lead 
them down to hell—that it 1s a snare to entrap 
souls, and destroy them forever. It appears then, 
thac the devil ts entirely ignorant ofthe carvinis- 
ric doctrine. He has not yet learnt, that the 


ALMIGHTY, has consigned from the unborn ages of 


eternity a large portion of mankind to people his 
infernal regions—and that he will possess these, 
in due time ; nor has he yet learnt, that it is im- 
possible to deceive the elect, or to obtain posses- 
sion of ove soul, whon God has given to his son. 
If he was acquainted with this, he would not trou- 
ble himself so much, as is represented, and labor 
to no purpose. 

It appears there are some in this world, as ap- 
parently ignorant as his satanic Masesty ; they ap- 
pear much troubled at the spreading of his delu- 
sions so called—and grieved tg think what will 
become of precious immortal souls. But they 
ought to remember the ELECT will be saved, and 
the NON-ELECT must be DAMNED for the 
honor and glory of God, and the happiness of the 
saints in heaven. Therefore the devil can do 
no harm; he cannot deceive one soul, whom God 
has designed for salvation. 

CONSISTENCY. 


—_—_——. 


mame 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 
A concise view of the first principles of Religion. 
[Continued from page 13.] 
It may seem a matter of supererogation, to at- 
tempt to prove or even to illustrate the attributes 


opinion that, ‘this universal frame,” and the na- 
ture and condition of man, the workmanship of 
his power, are in a deranged, defective and im- 
perfect state. No one will dare to maintain, that, 
the will of God, can be thwarted, resisted or op- 
posed, or that any result can be effected in oppo- 
sition thereto ; yet we are constantly told that a 
large portion of his creatures, will be endlessly 
miserable notwithstanding it is his w7/l that they 
should be saved and come to a knowledge of the 
truth. 

The calvinists, who in common with others, 
insist upon the infinite justice anu goodness of God, 
say that before the foundation of the world, he 
decreed that acertain portion of his creatures 
should be saved, and that the other portion should 
be damned ; and that this was an act of his sover- 
eign and arbitrary will and pleasure, without any 
reference to the merit or demerit of the creature, 
as they admit that all were eguully guilty. And the 
arminians, who maintain the infinite benificence of 
God, consider his grace as limited, and subject to 
Icertain inexplicable conditions, which if not com- 
plied with entirely defeat its effect. The metho- 
‘dists, who are ofthe arminian faith, believe in the 
unbounded love of God, and the universality of 
his grace, yet they insist that without a change of 
heart, produced by miraculous and supernatural 
power, no one can be saved ; and notwithstanding 
grace is unlimited, they suppose a large portion 
of mankind will be endlessly miserable, which, 
according to their own doctrine, must be occasion- 
ed either by a want of pardoning grace, or of su- 
‘pernatural power to change the heart, neither ot 
'which are within the reach of the creature. It 











of the Deity ; as it may be said it is admitted by all,| would be thought blasphemous to deny that God 
that he is infinite in power, wisdom and goodness. | was the author of all things that exist, yet the 
It is true, that these terms are applied to the Su-| world has been filled with contentious wrangling 
preme Being, not ouly by all classes of christians, ‘about the origin of evil and the author of sin, some 
but by every portion of the human race, without ascribing it to God, others to the devil, and others 
scarcely excepting those who are in a state of pri-|to man: not perceiving that it is the height of pre- 
mitive rudeness and simplicity. All will tell you sumption and impiety for man to sit in judgement 
that God is good and just ; yet in their views of upon his maker, to scrutinize his works, and to 
his system of creation, providence and grace, they point out a defect here, and an imperfection there, 
represent him as arbitrary, unjustand cruel. All and then to attempt to account for them. What 
will admit his omnipotence, yet at the same time can be more absurd and presumptuous than for a 
they seem to suppose, that, wethout their aid his frail mortal, whose very existence is a perfecten- 
plan of grace, will bein a great measure defeated. igma to himself, who is ignorant of the principles 
While all agree that he is immutable, most indi- of his own mind, to attempt to judge of the fitness 
viduals attempt every day to induce him to change or unfitness of things, which are beyond his com- 
his purposes, and by their conduct seem to consi- prehension, and to review the physical and moral 
der him, as subject to change, as the most unsta- government of God, and to pronounce one thing 
ble of mankind. All will admit that God, is not right and another wrong according as they appear 


tee benearaset to passion, but they will tell you to his narrow views and limited apprehension— 
nat he hates sin, that he is angry with his crea- ‘¢ Presumptuous man ! 


tures every day, and that he cannot love them 
(although they are the workmanship of his hands, 
an precisely what he formed them) without they 
Jirst love him ; whilst it is agreed that his purpus- 
es are irrevocably fixed from all eternity ; itseems 


Go, teach Almighty wisdom how to rule, 
Then drop into thyself and be a fool.” 
It is unnecessary to pursue this subject far, as 
enough has been said to convince any unpreju- 


see diced mind, that although all classes, nominally or 
© cir- in words, give to the Deity his proper attributes ; 
It would be th ‘awi = ane re eee 08 
Ceny that God oe. ot ne yet in their systems of faith and their practical 

s perfect, yet it 18 a prevailing conduct, they take away or destroy these attri- 


to be supposed that he acts “ according 
cumstances.”’ | 
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yutes, and represent him as entirely different ; he 
is alway exhibited as sovereign, arbitrary and mu- 
table ; and often as unjust, capricious, passionate, 
cruel and vindictive. It is 90 uncomnion thing to 
hear clergymen talk about the ‘ vindictive justice 
of God,” although no man, can be considered as 
possessing a good moral character, who suffers 
himself to be influenced by a revengeful and vin- 
dictive spirit. 

We are informed in the scriptures that God, 
** created man in his own image,’ yet such is the 
folly and presumption of the world that it is more 
correct to say, (especially with reference to the 
creed-makers, who have undertaken to define, 
prescribe and limit the attributes of God, and the 
principles of his moral government.) that, man has 
created Godin his ownimage. So correct is the 
proposition which was laid down at the com- 
mencement of this article, that the whole theory of 
religion is comprised in the attributes of the Deity 
and his purposes towards his creatures, that the 
various sects, so far as they differ essentially from 
each other, differ in their views as to the attri- 
butes, will and purposes of God. This is the ba- 
sis on which all systems rest, and which gives them 
their essential characteristics. 

Do not those, who undertake to define the na- 
ture, extent and operation of the providence and 
grace of God, and the principles ef his moral gov- 
ernment, exhibit to the world a Supreme Being of 
their own creation? Do not those who establish 
systems of faith, and settle the principles of the 
moral government of God, if their systems are er- 
roneous, a8 essentially create the Deity they wor- 
ship as the author of a romance does the hero of 
his story ? There may be in both cases some re- 
semblance between the imaginary and the real 
Being ; yet the difference is such as to destroy 
the identity. Ifa future historian should under- 
take to explain the plans and military principles 
of general Washington in conducting the revolu- 
tionary war, and the political principles and po- 
licy of his administration when President of the 
United States, and should represent him as having 
been irresolute, timid, vacillating, capricious ty- 
ranical and crue! in the field, and as weak, tem- 
porising, partial, unjust, arbitary, selfish and cor- 
rupt in his administration, would not every Aner- 
ican with becoming indignation spurn such a pic- 
ture as a base caricature of the greatest and best 
ofmen? Would they not consider such a charac- 
ter asa Washington of the historian’s own inven- 
tien, and not that Wasurnetron, which is acknowl- 
edged by all to have been the ‘ father of his coun- 
try?” If such would be our feelings at a misrepre- 
sentation of the character and principles of a man, 
with what emotions ought we to view, misrepre- 
sentations of the character and moral government 
of God? In what light shall we view the conduct 
of those, who represent the Deity, as ‘ partial, 
changefal, passionate and unjust ;’ as having ar- 
bitrarily elected a certain portion of his creatures 


to eternal life, and doomed the rest to eternal woe : | 





as having created myriads of beings for the sole 
purpose of rendering them eternally miserable, 
thereby to promote his own glory, and the happi- 
ness of the elect, the special objects of his grace 
and favour ? Waat shocking impiety, to represent 
such an absurd and revolting scheme as this, as 
the true system of God’s moral government? What 
a dreadful delusion to believe thet the eternal Be- 
ing, whose beneficence fills creation, and whose 
goodness we experience every moment of our 
lives, is to be glorified by the eternal misery of his 
creatures ? Fromthese considerations it is appar- 
ent we think that at this day, many filse ideas pre- 
vail, the relics of the dark ages, as to the charac- 
ter and attributes of God ; and that jt is from this 
source, most of the errors have sprung, which 
have eo much disturbed the world, and so deeply 
afflicted the haman race. 
ORIGEN. 
— 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Of the explieation of the Scriptures. 

Abuses and practices, however gross, griev- 
ous and absurd they may be, which are of iong 
standing, and have been handed down from father 
to son through a succession of ages, and more es- 
pecially if a veil of mystery is thrown over them, 
pass unobserved and uncensured. Indeed, time, 
almost changes the very nature of things, so that 
those practices which at first were down right im- 
positions and great grievances having been acqui- 
esed in for ages, have become sanctioned by cus- 
tom ; and that which in its origin was wrong, 
has grown to be right ; not only so, but, power, 
priviledges, rank and dominion, which have been 
established by force or fraud, have in progress of 
time, been considered not only as lawful and just, 
but as possessing a divine origin. Monarchy and 
hierarchy or the temperal power of the clergy, 
had no better origin than that here spcken of, yet 
both of them, were for ages regarded as divine 
institutions. But where the influence of time and 
custom, is not such, asto convert ‘ wrong to mght,’ 
and to change the nature of things, it is suflicienty§ 
to give an appearance of propriety, to things which 
in themselves are not only useless but highly ime) 
proper and very grievous to the people. Weare 
no where told in scripture that, a hood, asurplice 
a gown or a black coat are necessary, or pa 
ticularly becoming the priesthood ; yet from thé 
force of custom, they are regarded by most peo# 
ple, as the indespensable vestments and insignia %] 
of the sacerdotal office. We have all been ac- © 
customed to hear and speak of, ‘ Lords spiritual:” 
of popes, primates, legates, cardinals, archbishops, 
bishops ; of high church and low charch, high 
clergy and low clergy ; of spirituals livings, tythes 
and taxes, advowsons, presentations ; of D. D’s, 
S$. T. D’s, doctors of divinity, professors of divin- 
ity, bibliothecal professors, professors of oriental 
languages, teachers of theology, theological semi- 
naries, &c.&c. We have become so familiar with 
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of the peace and town constables. And some of 
them certainly are of great utility where the ob- 
ject is not strangely perverted and abused. 

1 would be one of the last persons in the world, 
to undervalue, real learning and science upon sub- 
jects of religion, or to oppose the usefulness of 
religious teachers, when they do not depart from 
the nature and duties of their important calling. 

It may be worth while, however to inquire, 
what is the ‘origin and end,’ of these dignities, 
titles, powers, jurisdictions, high and low clergy, 
octorates, professorships, theological seminaries 
&e. How tew, think or inquire, as to the origin, 
ofthese things. Would you wish to be informed 
veader ? It is the Biste.—Yes, this is the origin 
and source of the church, the priesthood, of the 
spiritual and temporal power of the clergy, of 
tythes, taxes, of spiritual dignities, rank and do- 
minion, of theological science, learning, semina- 
ries, professorships, doctorates ; religious teach- 
ers &=. To aperson of plain common sense, who 
understands things as they are and calls them by 
their proper names, it would appear wonderfully 
strange, that an authority for all these things could 
be found in the Bible and in the example and doc- 
trines of the meek and lowly Jesus. 

And whatit may be asked is the object and end 
of these things? They can have no justifiable 
end except to make mankind wiser and better 
here ; and to fit them for happiness hereafter. How 
far they have promoted this end we shall have oc- 
casion to notice. 

it is certainly very astonishing to conceive, of 
the power, both spiritual and temporal, the digni- 
ties, offices, professions and employments, the 
tystem of science, commonly called ‘ divinity,’ 
the institutions and seminaries of learning, and the 
untold and unknown number and extent of theo- 
logical writings and publications, all of which owe 
their origin to the Bible. 

It is natural and reasonable to consider revela- 
tion, as simply, a special communication of the 
will of God to his creatures for their benefit. But 
according as it has been understood and used, it is 
rather to be regarded as the establishment of a 
new and most extensive dominion, being an author- 
ity over the minds and consciences of men, the in- 
stitution, of amost important and numerous pro- 
fession, and the introduction of a system of science, 
novel, abstruse, metyphisical, difficult ; and which 
perhaps has occupied more of the attention of the 
learned, than all other sciences together. 

Ifsuch were the designs of God in making a re- 
velation of his will, they have been most religious- 
ly adhered to. 

For more than sixteen hundred years, not in- 
cluding the two first centuries, a large proportion 
of the learning and science of the christian world, 
has been ingrafted upon the Bible. From the 
commencement of the fourth, to nearly the close of 
the fourteenthcentury, which is commonly called 


these things, or at least some of them, that we con- | 
sider them, as indispeusably necessary, as justices! 


the dark ages, there could scarcely be said to be 
any other science, taught or known, but theology, 
or divinity, and certain other branches intimately 
connected and intermixed therewith, such as me- 
tiphysics, logic, the civil and canon law, astrology, 
alchymy, &c. all of which formed one grand sys 

tem of metaphysical, mysterious and incomprehen- 

sible theology. Since christianity was introduced 
into the famous Alexandrian school, the early part 
of the third century, to the present day, it has 
formed a part of the studies of all universities, 
colleges and more important seminaries of learn- 
ing, in christendom ; and during the dark age, the- 
ology and its collatteral branches were the only 
sciences taught ; so that, for eleven hundred years, 
the seminaries of learning in the christian world, 
were only schools of divinity—if the scholastic jar- 
gon of that period can be dignified with so sacred 
aname. At the present day, theology, and the 
original languages of the scriptures, constitute a 
considerable part of the studies, of the more im- 
portant institutions of learning in the christian 
world ; and in addition to these there are numer- 
ous theological seminaries, devoted exclusively 
to biblical learning. But the institutions and 
schools of learning, constitute but a small part of 
the means, calculated to furnish the people with 
religious instruction. In every christian country, 
divinity or preaching, is a most important and in- 
fluencial profession, and furnishes employment, 
and a ‘good living’ to thousands. The clergy 
every where form a numerous, wealthy and influ- 
encial class ; and it is well known that in Roman 
Catholic countries, the various orders of the cler- 
cy, high and low, regular and secular constitute a 
large proportion of the whole population. In pro- 
testant countries they are less numerous, yet in 
these, there is usually one clergyman and often 
several, located and regularly employed and regu- 
larly pazd, inevery parish, besides numerous itin- 
erants, and travelling preachers. The priesthood, 
be theirnumbers many or few, learned or unlearn- 
ed, clothed with spiritual and temporal power, or 
not, possessed of large revenues or small, are in 
all countries, withdrawn from the ordinary con- 
cerns of society, and consecrated and set a part, 
for the sole and exclusive purpose of explaining 
the scriptures and furnishing the people with re- 
ligious instruction. This certainly is a very im- 
portant and responsible trust. 

We have thus takena summary view of the more 
prominent means, which have, or do now exist, 
for understanding, explaining, interpreting, teach- 
ing, enforcing and illustrating the scriptures ; 
which, we are told are so plain, that those who 
‘“‘run may read.”’ It is impossible to estimate the 
expense of supporting these means, but it is appar- 
ent that it must considerably exceed, that, of sup- 
porting the civil government and regulations of 
society, and the protection ofall our civil rights. 

We shall in our next inquire, how far these 





means have been necessary, to explain the scrip- 
tures, and attempt to shew what have been their 
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effects ; and that instead of having rendered the 
scriptures and christianity more plain, simple and 
intelligible, they have both been involved in, in- 
explicable obseurities, mysteries and absurdities. 
TRENCHARD. 


—_—__— 


The following is selected from a small volume 
of sermons, published about fifty or sixty years 
ago, from Luke xii. 544—57. The design of the 
author, was to shew the difference, betwixt Truru 
and Fatsenoop—right and wrong; that mankind 
were possessed of faculties, proper to discern this 
difference, and that men are under obligations to 
exert these faculties ; and to judge for themselves 
in matters of religion. The sentiments advoca- 
ted in these sermons coming from a clergyman of 
science and talents, who was not a believer in 
Universal salvation are nevertheless so correct, 
and in such full accordance with our own views on 
the ‘‘ricar and purty of private judgement,” 
that we shall occasionally edify our readers, and 
enrich our paper with extracts. Ed. 


‘* When it is said we are able even of ourselves 
to judge what is right, this is not designed to sug- 
gest that our intellectual faculties are so capacious 
as to render revelation of no use or importance to 
us. Certainly we cannot suppose this to be the 
intention of him that uttered the words of our text, 
since one of the titles which he took upon himeelf, 
was that of a Prophet, or a Teacher sent from God. 
And indeed it necessarily follows from the suppo- 
sition of our rational faculties being limited, that 
there is room for our being instructed by revela- 
tion. If one man may instruct another, much 
more may we suppose it possible for him that is 
perfect ix knowledge to supply the natural defects 
of human reason by a supernatural communication 
oflight and knowledge. When, and how far, is it 
expedient for him to do this, He only knows. 
However upon supposition of such a revelation, 
we must be supposed to be able to see the evi- 
dence of its being such. It is the proper office 
of reason to determine whether what is proposed 
to us under the notion of a revelation from God, 
be attended with suitable attestations and creden- 
tials, or not. So that even in this case, we 
may of ourselves judge what is right. Ifthere 
be no rational evidence of its coming from God, no 
rational man can receive it as such: And on the 
other hand, if it be accompanied with rational evi- 
dence, no reasonable man can reject it. Indeed 
what Jesus Christ, particularly blames the Jews 
for in the text, is their not exercising their reason 
in this way. He had sufficiently proved his di- 
vine mission; but they would not discern the time, 
nor judge what was right, being under the influ- 
ence of prejudice, and not of reason. 

‘* Moreover, it is the proper office of reason to 








determine the meaning of the particular parts of] eclipse, or were wholly overspread with darkness. 


arevelation, after the divine authority of it in 
general is established and allowed. And this 
























































the same manner that they qualify them for ioter- 
preting other writings. If God gives men areve- 
lation, he gives it to be understood by men: And 
ifhe gives it to be understood by men, he must 
give it in human language, and accommodate it to 
human capacity. For otherwise a second revela- 
tion would be necessary to explain the first: And 
then, why not a third to explain the second ; and 
so on in infinitum? And so nothing would be re- 
ally revealed after all. 
‘* As a farther limitation of the proposition be- 
fore us, that it does not intend that we are able to 
determine, with aa equal degree of certainty, all 
points which we are capable, in some sense, of 
coming to a conclusion abont. Although truth 
does not admit of degrees, vet the evidence of truth 
does. So that of various propositions equally true 
in themselves, some may be known with greater 
certainty than others. Probable evidence is in~ 
deed all that can be had in most cases, as was ob- 
served before. Itis by virtue of this, that the in~ 
tercourse of man with man, and all the business 
and commerce of the world, is carried on. Ex- 
perience shows that such evidence is sufficient in 
secular affairs : and it may be sufficient in religious 
affairs also, in those cases where absolute certainty 
cannot be had. 
‘* Thus it appears that men are naturally en- 
dowed with faculties proper for distinguishing be- 
twixt truth and error, right and wrong. And 
hence it follows, that the doctrine ofa total ignor- 
ance, and incapacity to judge of moral and reli- 
gious truths, brought upon mankind by the apos- 
tacy of our First Parents, is without foundation. 
How much brighter and more vigorous our intel- 
lectual faculties were in Jdam, six thousand years 
before we had any existence, I leave others to de- 
termine. Itis sufficient for my purpose to con- 
sider mankind as they are at present, without im- 
quiring what they were before they had any b@sy 
ing. And it appears that they have now a natw 
power to judge what is true and right, with the 
strictions mentioned above. But it is, never 
less, the manner of vain Enthusiasts, wher the 
surdity of their doctrines is laid open, to falla 
ing, telling their opposers that they are in aca 
state, blind, and unable to judge: but that the 
selves are spiritually illuminated. ‘Thus they Cli 
deavour to palm the grossest absurdities upe 
their neighbours, under the notion of their bein 
divine truths and holy mysteries : so that these ~ 
enlightened Ideots make inspiration, and the spirit — 
of truth and wis’om, the vehicle of nonsense and 
contradictions. Whatever is reasonable, is, with 
them, carnal : and nothing is worthy of belief, but 
what is impossible and absurd in the eye of human 
reason. 

‘* We see our blessed Saviour did not suppose 
that the minds of men had suffered any such total 


He addresses the unbelieving Jews as if they had 
proper faculties for judging of religions truths ; and 





mens natural faculties qualify them for, much in 








blames them for not exerting them—zhy ever of 
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yourselves j yu dae ye not what is right 2—The onal’ 
of the Lord which was lighted up in man at first, 
when the inspiration of the alinighty gave him wun- 
derstanding, was not extinguis shed by the original 
apostacy, but has kept burning ever since. The 
divine flame has caught from father to son ; and 
has been propagated quite down to the present 
generation: nor will it be put out “till the sun 
himself shall be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light. 

‘* Let us retain a suitable sense of the dignity of 
our nature in this respect. It is by our reason 
that we are exalted above the beasts of the field. 
it is by this, that we are allied to angels, and all 
the glorious intelligences of the heavenly world 
Yea, by this we resemble God himself. It is 
principally on account of our reason, that we are 

said to have been created in the image of God.—- 

So that how weak soever our intellectual faculties 
are, yet to speak reproachfully of reason in gen- 
eral, is nothing less than blasphemy against God. 
Let us, therefore, instead of contemaing this ines- 
timable gift, in which consists the glory of our na- 
ture, employ it to the ends for which it was de- 
signed, in the service of the great Father of our 
spirits.” 














Religious GAnguirer. 
HARTFORD, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 


CALVINISM. 

Believing, from experience and observation, 
that a large portion of the professors of religion, 
have hastily joined churches, and acknowledged 
a belief in articles of faith, which they have never 
examined, and the import of which, they are en- 
irely ignorant of, we consider it a duty we owe 
o mankind, to lay before them the prevailing 
reeds, and invite them toa careful examination of 
them. We do not ask them to renounce their 
present cREEDS, without a full conviction in their 
own minds, of their inconsistency and absurdity ; 
but we deem it a duty, which they owe to commu- 

nity, to their children, themselves, and the sacred 

eause of religion. that they examine and judge for) 
themselves ; and that while they make a profes- 
sion of faith, they may be able to give a reason for 
thus believing, and not be ashamed of, or unwil- 
ling to examine the system of their belief. 

Our reasons for supposing, that many are ignor- 
ant of the systems of faith they have acceded to, 
are the following. First—It is evident that in re- 
vivals, there is a great excitement upon the pas- 
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sions ; people are operated upon by the fear of: | 


eternal damnation ; they become much alarmed, 
being informed there is no safety without the pale 
of the church. Having passed through those tri- 
als, which the minister has told them, are abso- 
lutely necessary to salvation, (viz.) First, to feel 
themselves so wicked, as to be hell deserving sin- 
ners. Secondly, that it would be just in Gop to 
east them off forever; and third/y, to Hore in 
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that mercy which triumphs over JustTice, ané 
saves those, who in strict justice God would make 
forever miserable. They join the church, and 
assent to acreed, which ia in direct contradiction 
to ali they have experienced, or have been made to 
pass through. How is it possible that a person, 
who had never paid attention to the things of re- 
ligion, or troubled himself about systems of faith, 
could have obtained a proper understanding of 
any creed in a few days, especially when those 
few days have been spent, in great alarm and agi- 
tation of mind. 

A second reason is, that many who have joined 
calvinistic churches, when spoken to on the sub- 


:|ject, deny their beliefin the doctrine of particular 


‘election and reprobation, and we fully believe, that 
if the members of those churches, were inquired 
of, and felt themselves bound by the sacred prin- 
ciples of truth, and honesty to reply, there would 
not be more than one in Ten, who would say, he 
really believed that the Atmicury by an irrevoca. 
ble decree, had consigned a large portion of his in- 
telligent offspring to interminable woe, before they 
were born, without any reference to their works. 
Yet such is the creed to which they have assented. 

Some who believe in the calvinistic system, and 
think it to be the truth of God, do not like to hear 
it preached. They say, ‘‘ we believe it true, 
but do not think it profitable doctrine to preach,” 
and when their minister has plainly advocated the 
doctrine, they often express a wish, it might be 
let alone ; ; and indeed among the preachers them- 
selves, few are willing to acknowledge themselves 
Calvinists, and fewer still are willing to preach it 
fully to the people. 

We are well aware that a ‘‘ nue and cry,” 
will be set up, that we are enemies to religion, 
and that we are endeavoring to destroy all piety 
and godlines ; but instead of this being true, we 
are desirous that mankind should enjoy religion in 
its purity ; and when they make a profession 
of faith, that they may really believe what they 
profess, and feel its importance and profitableness 
to the world. There is a great difference be- 
tween RELIGION, and SYSTEMS OF DOCTRINE, taught 
by the cunning craftiness of men. But such has 
been the craftiness, by which religion, and cer- 
tain sentiments have been so identified and blen- 
ded together, that you cannot call in question the 
dogmas and absurdities of men, without being 
treated as an enemy to religion. 

The genuine spirit and principle of religion is 
\Love. Love to Gop and love to man. ‘Pure 
religion and undefiled before God, and the Father 
is this,’ saith James, *‘ to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their afiliction, and to keep himself un- 
spotted from the world.”” Men may do all this 
under the influence of divine love, and yet differ 
in matters of faith. But to answer certain par- 
poses, many ofthe clergy have blended their sys- 
tems of faith and religion, and represent them as 
one thing, and can have no charity for, nor belief, 
that another can be a religious man, unless he 
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agrees with them in matters of faith. 

We shall ever cultivate that religion, which ac-, 
cords with the commandments of God, thatrequire 
we should love him with all our heart, and our 
neighbors as ourselves; which also calls up 
on us to love our enemies, to bless them that) 
curse us, to do good to them that hate us, and to} 
pray for the.n that despitefully use and persecute, 
us. This RELIGION we will spread abroad, with 
all the powers we posses, and we shall unceasing- ' 
ly cate uron att, both old and young—rich and 
poor—wise and anwise, to praise the Lord, “ To) 
give thanks unto God, for he is good, and his mer- 
cy endureth forever.” Butas lovers of trath, we 
will examine the creeds of men, and when we find 
any thing contrary to JUSTICE, MERCY and 
TRUTH, we will expose it to the view of our} 
fellow men, and point ont all absurdities and con- 
tradictions. We will invite them to examine the 
syste.n of faith, they have hastily, and in too many 
instances, inconsiderately embraced, and we feel 
persuaded we shall succeed in opening the eye of 
the understanding, and enable man through the 
knowledge of the truth, to love God more, and his 
neighbor better than he has heretofore done—and 
to serve his heavenly Father in the beauty of ho- 
liness. 

We shall first notice the leading points of Cac- 
vinism, or that system of faith embraced, by the 
denominations, called presbyterians and baptists. 
Some Eriscopatians also embrace the doctrines of 
that famous reformer Joun Cartvin who has left 
us afull specimen of the spirit of his doctrine, in 
persecuting, and causing SERVETUS to be burnt, 
for no other cause than believing, what Carvin 
was pleased to call neresy ; this same spirit has 
lived in the bosom of his followers, and even in 
our day, we discover its effects. 

This system of faith, in what is commonly called 
the five points of Calvinism, with our remarks, 
will appear in our next number. 

—_— 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 

Mr. Editor, In the last number of the In- 
quirer, | observed a copy of a letter written by 
Mr. Nettleton, preceded by a few remarks.— 
The publication it seems has not a little nettled 
some of the ardent friends and associates of this 
greatchampion. Trath it appears should not be 
exhibited, when it has sucha bearing, on-any man 
or body of men as to weaken their influence, or 
represent them in an unfavourable point of view. 
Let these gentlemen (who are thus agitated) be 
asked, if they avow this to be an established prin- 
ciple on which they act? Ifthey answer in the ne- 
gative—I ask: is not this sentiment virtually 
adopted by those who remonstrate against animad- 
verting on the conduct of those who are practi- 
cing imposition upon the public, disturbing the 
harmony of society, and destroying the happiness 
of individuals ? Mustit be deemed heretical and 
unfair to expose to public view the actor or actors 











be countenanced and are men to renounce their 
reasons and become the dupes of the designing, 
and tamely submit to their artifices and whims % 
Let them reflect and answer. 

Can men who professedly act under the influ- 
ence of the divine spirit, whose primary object is 
to disseminate truth and contribute to the happi- 
ness of the human family, remain idle and disin- 
terested spectators in witnessing a course of con- 
duct productive of the most direful effects? No 
rather 

** Blame where we must, be candid where we can. 
But vindicate the ways, of God to man.”’ 


That there was cause for the remarks prefacing 
the letter in question, and that a degree of severi- 
ty was necessary, the public (it is presumed) will 
find, as facts are presented. Let the reader have 
patience to peruse the communication (respecting 
this renowned man) published in the Boston Uni- 
versalist Magazine of December Ist, inst. and 


judgeiow much good is produced by such kind of 
laborers. H, 




















_ The following is the communication alluded to 
in the above letter. 


FROM THE BOSTON UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Dear Sir,—I transmit to you for publication a 
few facts in relation of Mr. John R. Crocker, who 
a few months since resided at Pittsfield, Mass: 
whose situation has been briefly noticed in some. | 
of our public journals. The substance of th 

statement which follows, was verbally given by hig 
attending Physician. 

Mr. John R. Crocker, of Pittsfield, Mass. wa 
last spring on a visit to his brother’s, at a place 
called Cliney-kill, between Chatham and Kinder. 
hook, inthe county of Columbia, state of N. Y. 
and while there, was converted to the faith of the: 
people called Christians, and returned to Pittsfield, — 
apparently happy in the enjoyment of his faith. 

Soon after his return, he fell in company with 
the famous Mr. Nettleton,* whose visits at the fac- 
tory in that neighborhood, as I am credibly in- 
formed were every morning at break of day, with- 
out the knowledge or consent of the owner. This 
violent sectarian it seems made an effort to change 
the faith of the said Crocker, by insinuating that 
his faith was a dangerous error, and if persisted in, 
might, and probably would land him in eternal tor- 
ments. 

The dreadful experiment succecded ! The clim- 
mering taper of his hope and jor vas extinguished 
and reason forsook her emp. re! Ihe most obsti- 
nate and distressing mania hy: ensued ; and his 
hours are alternately filled «ith cursing the 
instrument of his miseries—-\,ith lamentations 
of despair, such as ‘ there ws no mercy ia heav- 








in this game ? Or is the most shameful impiety to 


* The same Mr. Nettleton who suiscribed himsctf Jesus 
Christ. - 
209 
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en;’? and groans that denote the deep and bitter an- 
guish of his soul! This unfortunate young man has been 
uoder the care of an able physician, and by his advice is 
carried to the hospital in the city of New-York. Thus 
are his friends and relatives called to lament the unhappy 
fate ofa truly promising youth, and society is deprived of 
one of its brightest ornaments ; and that too by the blind- 
ness and arrogance of religious fanaticism! How long will 
reason continue to be trampled upon by the madness of su- 
perstition? How long shall the craft of wicked and de- 
signing priests, be suffered to screen them from the severi- 
ty of that censure and disgrace which their conduct so just- 
ly deserves? Shall public appeobation and applause be 
bestowed upon such wild enthusiasts, at the expense of rea 
son and happiness? Why did not Mr. N. make an effort 
to console this youth, if he were a minister of Christ, by 
assuring him that all fulness dwelt inhim, who hath made 
peace through the blood of the cross, to reconevle all things 
to God? 
Why did he not remind this candid and inquiring soul of 
~- the indissoluble cords of love, that bind a world engulfed 
: in sin and woe, to a Saviour’s bleeding heart, and thus in- 
duce a confidence in that name, which is alone given for 
¢ | salvation?. Why did heneglect to proclaim to him that 
- tie gift of God is eternrl life, and that Jehovah will have 
; aii men to be saved, and come unto the knowledge of the 
| truth? Had he declared to him the truth as it is in Christ, 
is dustead of distress and anguish, it would have blessed him 
with spiritual freedom. Had he testified that ‘* God is 
ive ;” unchangeable, impartial, and eternal, how sweetly 
would the current of life aud peace flowed through every re- 
gion of the miad; and the gloom of dread and fear would 
hse have fled apace, and given place to the transports of inex- 
pressible joy, and the delightful employment of praise and 
thanksgiving! hen would the hearts of bis friends have 
palpitated with gladness, and joy would have run through 
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i the social and domestic circle. “But instead of such exhil- 
irating realities ; we are forced to exclaim in the language 
vy of the prophet— ~“ as troops of robbers wait for a man, so the 
a company of priests murder in the way by consent.” 
HUMANITUS. 
Ee 


; We announce to our brethren, the pleasing intelligence 
of the progress of truth, and liberal sentiments in Provi- 
dence, R. 1. Lastspring a Universalist society was form- 
edinthattown. In the latter part of the summer they pur- 
chased a piece of ground as a site for a Meeting-house, in 
Westminster-street, for which they gave two thousand dol- 
lars. In the fall session of the legislator, they were regu- 
Jarly incorporated as a society ; they have very recently 
issued a subscription to raise money for building a house 
for public worship, and have already obtained the sum of 
SIX ‘THOUSAND DOLLARS. So prospers the good 
cause of religious light and rational liberty. In addition 
to the above pleasing intelligence we notice, the comPLE- 
Trion and pEDIcATION of the following houses, erected for 
the worship of ALMicaTy Gop, asthe ‘* Lord” who * is 
good to all, and whose tender mercies are over all bis 
works.” Who as tne kind and benevolent FATH Ep of all, 
“‘will have all mento be saved and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth”—all which, have been dedicat- 
mm | 68 ed within the present year, (viz.) Massachusetts—one 
in Roxbury—one in Milford—one in Westminster—one in 
Brooktield. Maine—one in Portland. New-York—two. 
And one to be dedicated the 2d day of January—of which 
three houses, we are in hopes of furnishing our readers 
Re with amore particular account. There are several houses 

. in other places building—Societies are increasing from the 
1 Eastern to the Western shore. The hands of the laborer 
h if are strengthened—joy animates his beart—and love in- 
spires him with zeal in the great and good cause of UNI- 
EERSAL SALVATION—heaven smiles propitiously up- 
on the work, and own’s and blesses it. 
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“Glory to God inthe highest, and on earth peace, good 
will (owards men.” 


POETRY. 
SELECTED. 





HYMN. 


Supreme, eternal, uncreated mind, 

Lord of the world, and parent of mankind, 
Thou God of power, of wisdom, and of love! 
Each perfect gift descends from thee above. 


Thine is the sun, and thine the fruitful shower, 
The verdant herbage and the fragrant flower ; 
The ripened grain, the heart-rejoicing vine, 
The cooling stream, the mighty deep, are thine. 


For all thy glorious works we bless thy name, 
But most for sacred wisd:m’s heavenly flame, 
That power which guides us on our earthly way, 
And leads to regions of eternal day. ° 


This ray celestial, energy divine, 

We dare not to a narrow sect confine. 

We bless thy name for what the Grecian taught, 
We bless thee, for the law that Moses brought ; 
But more for Jesus, messenger of grace, 

The brightest image of the Father’s face. 


His gracious words support the drooping soul, 
The raging passions of the heart control, 

And, when on scenes below we close the eye, 
Unfold the joys of immortality. 


———— - 








From the Boston Universalist Magaztne. 


THE DUTY OF YOUTH TO OLD AGE. 

Among all the duties of youth, there are none which 
more beautify their character than a becoming respect for 
the aged. It was strictly enjoined in the laws given by Mo- 
ses as follows: “*Thou shalt raise up before the hoary 
headed, and honour the face of the old man.” By a re- 
spectful observance of this duty to the aged, the young 
place themselves ina situation to receive the wisdom ot 
experience, which is a light to their feet, in the path of 
life. As we wisely inquire the way of those who have tra- 
velled the road, so should the young listen to the directions 
of those who have actually passed through the vicissitudes 
which lie before those who have but just commenced the 
journey of life. 
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NOTICE. 


On coramencing the publication of the IvaurrEr, being 
persuaded, that all the subscription papers were not return 
ed, we thought it advisable to strike off a few more num- 
bers than were necessary to supply the immediate subscri- 
bers. We request all holding subscriptions to have the 
goodness to return them to this office, that the subscribers 
may be furnished with the previous numbers—and those 
who may’ wish to become subscribers are informed they 
can be supplied with all the numbers that have been pub- 
lished. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

‘Onk,”’ is recived, and shall be answered in our next. 

Also, the letter from Berlin. 

We shall endeavor to comply with the request of our 
friend in Middletown. 
PE ELT TST eT 
PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY, AT $1 PER ANN. IN AD 

VANCE, A FEW RODS SOUTH OF THE LITTLE BRIDGE. 


FOR SALE, 
A few Pamphicts on different subjects—Also a few of Mr. 
Bayiou’s Catechism's. 




















